
 
 
 

 
 COMM 4120: Communication & Sport Spring 2019 
 

Times Day Location 
11-12:20 p.m. TTh WH 116 

 
 
“Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire, it has the power 
to unite people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they 
understand. Sport can create hope, where once there was only despair. It is more 
powerful than governments in breaking down racial barriers. It laughs in the face of all 
types of discrimination.” – Nelson Mandela 
 
“Sports teaches you character, it teaches you to play by the rules, it teaches you to 
know what it feels like to win and lose-it teaches you about life.” – Billie Jean King 
 
 

 
Professor: Brian Richardson              Office Hours: 
Office:  GAB 309C           TTh 9-10:15 a.m.  
Phone:  565-2588 (office)        
Email:  richardson@unt.edu                     & by appt.        
 
 
 
 
Teaching asst: Rebecca Boneau              Office Hours: 
Office:  GAB 301           T   8:30-10:30 a.m.  
Phone:  565-2588 (office)        
Email:  rebecca.boneau@unt.edu                             
 
 
 
We will use remind.com to send class-relevant messages.  Please go to remind.com and 
create an account.  Then search for UNT COMM 4120.  You will provide your phone number 
but it will not be identified to you. 
 
Disability Accommodation: 
The instructor will cooperate with the university's Office of Disability Accommodation to 
provide reasonable accommodation to students who need it.  Students who wish to 
self-identify and request assistance under this policy should register with the Office (located 
in the University Union) by the second class day and inform the instructor. 
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Course Rationale and Objectives: 
Sport directly or indirectly touches most facets of U.S. culture, communities, and 
families.  Professional and amateur athletes kneeling during the national anthem 
generates controversy and interrupts political discourse; research into head injuries raises 
questions about the long-term viability of American football; the Houston Astros World 
Series win suggests sports teams can raise the morale and spirit of disaster-stricken 
communities; sexual assault scandals at Baylor University, Michigan State University, 
and Penn State University raise questions about the role of athletics on college campuses; 
LaVar Ball’s promotion of and involvement in his sons’ basketball careers renewed 
questions about proper parental involvement in children’s sports endeavors; and, the 
banning of Russia from the 2018 Winter Olympics reminds us there is rampant cheating 
in sport.  While all of these issues involve sport, at their core, they are created and 
sustained by communication.  Indeed, this course was developed at a time when scholarly 
research into communication and sport phenomena was exploding.     
 
Thus, the purpose of this course is to introduce students to the scholarly (and practical) 
domain of Communication and Sport. At the conclusion of this course, students should 
have a basic understanding of the dimensions of sport phenomena that are of interest to 
sport scholars and have a rudimentary knowledge of the theoretical and empirical 
approaches taken toward those phenomena. Specifically, the goals for this course are that 
students will come to understand sport (communication) research from three perspectives: 
(1) a practical, or “how to” perspective aimed at improving performance, (2) an 
interpretive perspective that addresses how sport participants make sense of their 
participation, and (3) a critical perspective that questions the problematic aspects of sport, 
including gender, race, and class imbalances.  
 

TEXTBOOK AND READINGS: 
Billings, A. C., Butterworth, M. L., & Turman, P. D. (2018). Communication and Sport: 
Surveying the Field (3rd Ed.). Los Angeles: Sage. 
 
Additional readings will be posted on Canvas or distributed in class. These are not 
“optional readings.” They are relevant to the lecture material, the course assignments, and 
to the exams. You are responsible for ensuring that you access copies of all class 
handouts. 
 
Course Format and Canvas: 
We will follow the course textbook as we proceed throughout the semester.  For each chapter in the 
textbook, there will be assigned readings, lectures, and discussion, and sometimes we will also 
engage in activities, host guest speakers or watch documentary films.  Since nearly all of you have 
played sports, watch sports, or are fans of sports, we want you to share your experiences.   
 
The Canvas course site includes:  syllabus, announcements, supplemental readings, exam reviews, 
and additional, important course information.  Additionally, grades will be posted online during the 
course of the semester.  Please check Canvas regularly.  If you cannot sign onto Canvas, it is your 
responsibility to contact Canvas and request help during the first week of the semester.   
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Technical difficulties with Canvas Learn are the responsibility of the student. If you 
encounter technical difficulties during the semester, you need to contact the Canvas 
Technical Support Desk: 
Email:  Helpdesk@unt.edu 
Phone:  940.565.2324 
 
Extra Credit: 
You can receive extra credit for attending one of the following events, taking a photo of 
yourself at the event, AND writing a 1-2 page (doubled-spaced) report about your experience 
and at least one way it related to course content. You will turn in your report with photo or 
ticket stub attached. You do NOT need a reference page for this assignment.  Each 
opportunity is worth 10 points. You may complete up to 2 options for a total of 20 points 
total on the 600 point scale. All extra credit opportunities are due no more than one week 
after you attend the event.  Acceptable events include any of the following: any youth, high 
school, collegiate (including intramural events), or professional sporting event, e.g. NASCAR 
race, a Mavericks, Wings, professional rodeo, boxing, MMA, FC Dallas, Rangers, or 
Roughriders game, or COMM Future Pros.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

 
I. Required Midterm Exam: All students are required to take a midterm exam that will have 
an objective format (e.g. multiple choice, true/false, matching). The exam will cover material 
from the first half of the semester. (100 pts) 
 
II. Required Final Exam: All students are required to take a final exam that will have an 
objective format (e.g. multiple choice, true/false, matching). The exam will be held 
during finals week and will cover material from the second half of the semester. (100 pts)   
 
Note: There are no makeup exams for the midterm or final. If you miss an exam, you lose 
the points associated with it. The only exceptions are due to documented sickness, death 
in the family, or some other catastrophe. I am very unlikely to allow you to take an exam 
after the scheduled time if you do not contact me prior to the exam.  
 
III. Sports film analysis paper: For information about this assignment, please see the 
Assignment Instructions packet. (100 pts.) 
 
IV. Team research presentation: Students will be assigned to groups and tasked with 
developing a 12-15 minute presentation on an important sports-related issue.  A 
description of this project is included in the Assignment Instruction’s packet (200 
points: 150 presentation, 50 – peer evaluations).   
 
VI. Pop quizzes or homework assignments: On 10 occasions this semester, you will have 
an opportunity to earn 10 points for successfully completing an assignment that will be 
introduced in class.  Such an assignment could be a pop quiz, an in-class assignment, or a 
homework assignment.  These assignments will cover readings from the current day up to 
two class periods before, and may include information covered in the lecture.  There will 
be NO makeup opportunities for these assignments and any pop quizzes MUST be 
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completed during the first 5 minutes of class. Note: I will give one additional 
participation assignment and let you drop your lowest score.  (10 points ea. = 100 points).   

 
Total points breakdown 
Midterm exam     100 pts. 
Final exam     100 pts. 
Sports film paper       100 pts.  
Team presentation    150 pts. 
Peer evaluation      50 pts. 
10 pop quizzes/homework assignments*  100 pts. ______ 
      Total   600 pts.  
 
*One homework assignment will be a self-assessment of your group presentation 
assignment uploaded to Canvas and related to your Career Connect portfolios.  

 
Grade determination 
The points in this class are based on the assignments discussed above. Your final grade is 
based entirely on the sum of those points assigned in the class, and I will adhere rigidly to 
those points.  The points correspond to the following university guidelines: an A is 
reserved for excellent work; a B is for above average performance; a C is awarded for 
average work; a D simply means passing, and an F indicates below average, nonpassing 
work.  Points-wise the grades will be categorized as follows: 540-600 = A; 480 – 539 = 
B; 420 – 479 = C; 360 – 419 = D; 0 – 359 = F 
 
Course policies 
Attendance is taken at the beginning of class using a seating chart. A student is expected to 
arrive on time and be present for the entire class period.  To allow for illness or other 
unforeseen situations, students in the course are allotted 2 absences. Excused and unexcused 
absences count the same, with the one exception being university-related absences, e.g. 
debate team, college athletics, etc.  Each absence beyond the limit will result in your final 
course grade being lowered by 10 points per absence (e.g. from 435 to 425 for one 
excessive absence).  Excessive absences caused by serious health problems will be evaluated 
on a case-by-case basis. You will be counted absent if you do not sign the attendance sheet. If 
you are too late, and miss the attendance sheet, you will be counted as absent.  Cases where 
someone signs in for another student will be treated as academic misconduct cases.  
 
Please note: Why would you ever text or surf the net in my class? Our time is limited and we 
need to maximize the use of our time together.  Students seen texting in class or surfing the 
internet will be counted as absent.      
 
Late work. Except under the most extreme circumstances (and documentation of those 
circumstances is required), no late work will be accepted. If you encounter an emergency 
situation of some kind, it is best to communicate with me about it earlier rather than later. It 
is not fair to others who met the deadlines if I accept yours late. Also, no longer are printer 
troubles and computer problems reasonable excuses for late papers. I suggest knowing the 
equipment well enough and allowing ample time in case of problems.  Before attempting 
any of the written assignments, please see the course packet for instructions and grading 
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criteria. All written assignments are due at the beginning of class or they will be 
considered late. Late papers on either the case studies or the final project will be graded for 
half credit.  This is a severe penalty, but it is better than zero points (plus, you get the 
feedback on the paper). It is not fair to others who met the deadlines if I accept your’s late. I 
will not accept any papers more than one week late.  
 
Academic Dishonesty. All persons shall adhere to the Code of Student Conduct regarding 
academic honesty, including acts of cheating and plagiarism.  Of particular concern in a 
course with written and oral assignments is the issue of plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined by 
Webster’s (1989) as “the appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and thoughts of 
another author, and representation of them as one’s original work” (p. 1100).  In other words, 
plagiarism is stealing. You must cite your sources accurately and consistently in both your 
oral and written assignments. Penalties for plagiarism will vary according to severity and will 
range from a failing grade to prosecution through the University System.  Your film analysis 
papers will be uploaded to turnitin.com.   
 
Writing quality assumptions. Every paper you turn in must be of quality, both in content 
and style. I will not accept papers with grammatical and typographical errors. I expect you to 
take advantage of the programs that guard against such errors; however, there is no substitute 
for good proofreading. All papers must conform to APA standards. 
 
Crisis Contingency. In the event of the university closing for weather-related reasons or 
illness outbreak, e.g. flu, please visit the course website on Canvas. I will provide instructions 
on how to turn in assignments and how the class will proceed utilizing Canvas’ 
Announcements function. 
 
Completing the Course. Students are expected to complete all assignments for this course 
during the semester.  Assigning a grade of “incomplete” is rare, and in order to request an “I,” 
the student must meet these requirements:  a) The student must have completed at least 75% 
of the course assignments; b) The student must be passing the course; c) There must be an 
unforeseen and compelling reason why the course cannot be completed on time (usually a 
medical or military reason); and d) The student must present a plan for completing the 
assignments within the time period specified in the catalog. 
 
The Communication Studies Library Hours are Monday-Friday (8-5).  Our current catalog 
of books and handbooks is located on the communications Studies Website: 
https://communication.unt.edu/research/library 
 
First day drops: The instructor reserves the right to drop students not in attendance on the 
first class day, if other students are attempting to add the course. 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 

We’ll generally follow the order of the book, and I’ll keep you abreast of what to read prior to 
each class through in-class announcements, remind.com, and Canvas postings.   
 

- Ch. 1 - Introduction to Communication and Sport (read Ch. 1 for Thursday, Jan. 17) 
 

- Ch. 2 - Community in Sport  
 
Ch. 3 – Sports Media  
 

- Ch. 4 - Sport Fan Cultures 
o Video: America’s Parking Lot 

 
- Ch. 5 - Sport and Mythology 

 
- Ch. 6 - Gender in Sport 

o Guest speaker: Jenna Reneau  
 

- Ch. 7 - Race & Ethnicity in Sport 
 

- Ch. 8 - Politics and Nationalism in Sport 
o Video: The Pat Tillman Story 

 
- Ch. 9 - Performing Identity in Sport 

o Video: Murder Ball 
 

- Ch. 10 - Communication and Sport in Parent-Child Interactions 
 

- Ch. 11- Player-Coach Relationships in Sport 
 

- Ch. 12 - Small Groups/Teams in Sport 
 

- Ch. 13 - Crisis Communication in Sports Organizations 
o Video: One Day in September 

 
- Ch. 14 - Sports Gaming 

 
Key Dates: 

- March 7 – Midterm Exam 
- March 11-17 Spring Break 
- April  11 at 11:59 a.m. – Film analysis papers due on turnitin.com  
- April 30 – Group Presentations 
- May 2 Last Class day 
- May 7, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Final Exam 
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COMM 4120 

Communication & Sport 

Assignment Instructions 

 

I. Instructions for Team Research assignment 

II. Instructions for Film Analysis papers  

III. Grading criteria for Film Analysis Assignment 

IV. Some other writing tips 
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Team Research Project 
 

1. Groups will be assigned one of the following four topics to research and present on: 
a. Should middle school football be banned in the state of Texas? A bill 

proposed in the California Assembly would ban children from playing tackle 
football until high school.  Regardless of what stance one takes on this issue – 
and we obviously want to do all we can to protect children – any decisions 
should be made based on medical facts and not the perpetuation of 
misperceptions. 

b. Should college student-athletes should be paid or not? People who think 
college student-athletes should be paid often say the students’ names and 
images are used on products and in advertising, among other things, so they 
should receive some of the profits. Those who say college student-athletes 
should not be paid argue that they receive scholarships as a form of payment 
for their talents. Then there are plenty of other questions: Would athletes be 
paid differently depending on the sport they play? How do you quantify the 
true worth of a college sports team, especially if it’s making the school much 
more popular overall and bringing in lots of students? Where would the 
money even come from? The debate over whether student-athletes should be 
paid could go on and on. 

c. How does the sports industry attract young millennials to come to a game 
and become season-ticket holders?  Now more than ever, the sports industry 
is faced with an uphill battle of finding ways to entice millennials to actually 
attend games. The rise of technology has made it exponentially easier to view 
sporting events from the comfort of their own homes. Not to mention, 
professional sporting groups such as the NBA and NFL have also made it 
easier through mobile applications and their own TV stations (NFL Network, 
for example). It’s hard to say why millennials just don’t go out any more. Still, 
this age group will continue to challenge the sporting industry in years to 
come. 

d. Should instant replay for U.S. collegiate sports be banned? The debate over 
the use of replays is common to all sports. Although controversies and referee-
related mistakes have always been part of sports, everyone will agree that 
games are better off without them. However, the use of replays makes games 
longer and less continuous, and the fans don’t seem to like it. 

2. There will be five parts to each presentation: 
a. Introduction – the group will present the scope of the problem/issue in such a 

way as to compel the audience to desire a solution. 
b. Review of existing literature – the group will summarize key research/data 

addressing the problem.  This should be a comprehensive literature review, 
there should be plenty of directly and indirectly related research on all of these 
topics.  

c. Presentation of group’s own research – the group will present its own findings 
on the topic as generated from interviews with key informants, survey data, 
etc. The group will clearly explain its method of data collection and present its 
key findings.  The group should be mindful of who they choose to interview 
(e.g. experts on sport safety, generational differences, economics, etc.) and/or 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-would-bar-organized-tackle-1518130990-htmlstory.html%20.
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-would-bar-organized-tackle-1518130990-htmlstory.html%20.
http://www.collegexpress.com/scholarships/search
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fneilhowe%2F2016%2F03%2F16%2Fwhere-the-wild-things-arent%2F%23512afa0242a1&data=02%7C01%7CBrian.Richardson%40unt.edu%7Cdfa969d13ecd40ceef9c08d65fe23e40%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C636801822650743698&sdata=kFVqDaladCQYsLrJso%2BdlueaKRAlt90LSmFFOL9b%2FEo%3D&reserved=0
http://mentalfloss.com/article/26075/upon-further-review-brief-history-instant-replay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfUbbjZ80S0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfUbbjZ80S0
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survey. For example, the group could survey a significant number of athletes, 
coaches, and officials about the benefits and challenges of instant replay.  

d. Proposal to address problem – the group will have come to consensus on a 
solution to address the problem, will present that solution, and explain how it 
would be implemented.  The group will also consider disadvantages/pitfalls of 
their recommendations, raise those, and discuss how their plan is still best 
considering the circumstances.   

e. Q&A – the group will take questions from the audience about their topic and 
skillfully handle those questions with informed responses.  

3. Final presentation consists of a group presentation utilizing PowerPoint or Prezi.  
Every group member should have at least one speaking part. The presentations should 
be between 13 and 15 minutes long plus 5 minutes for Q&A.   
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ANALYSIS OF SPORTS FILM - Individual paper 
  
Directions  
You will view a film that dramatizes sport (communication) issues. You will prepare an analysis (6-7 
page report) that labels the dynamics depicted in the presentation using terminology and concepts 
from the course.  
  
Select a film or program from the list or propose a film to your instructor. If you choose one from the 
list you do not need to get approval from me. However, if you would like to write about another film 
that depicts group issues, it has to be a film that the instructor has seen.    
  
View the film/program taking notes on the concepts that you recognize from the course. You may 
want to view the film/program more than once to make sure that you are labeling ideas correctly. 
Then, construct a paper that conveys to the reader an understanding of what was represented in the 
film/program concerning sport dynamics. You should not spend a lot of time describing plots and 
characters, but rather get to the issues that are representative of the course concepts.  
  
It is probably best to focus on two or three major topics that are best illustrated in the film. For 
example, you might choose to focus on race dynamics in sport, coach-athlete interactions, and 
cheating. Discuss how the film/program illustrates what you have learned about these dynamics. You 
should be citing the relevant authors and using the relevant terms and theories as you discuss the 
film/program. Imagine that you were trying to use this film/program to teach students about the 
course concepts. Use the paper to explain how the film illustrates the theories/course ideas in action.  
  
The more insightful your observations, the more you will be rewarded with points. That is, surface 
observations (e.g., "the fans were very loyal to the team") will not be rewarded as much as will more 
in depth and subtle observations (e.g., "the fans demonstrated high identification levels with the 
team, including the following aspects: … "). In addition to labeling things correctly, you should 
further describe what is known from existing literature (e.g., scholars suggest “various types of 
identification can develop when a favorite team moves from their home city”).   
  
The paper should be 6-7 content pages in length (12 pt. font, 1 inch margins) and be spell-checked, 
proof- read, and grammatically correct. A cover sheet should be included and a reference page should 
be attached; your paper MUST include at least six academic references (journal articles from library 
or book chapters). Website references, e.g. wikipedia.com, and popular books/magazines, e.g. The 
Winner Within by NBA executive Pat Riley, do not count toward your six academic sources.    
  
Grading Criteria for Written Activities will be followed in assessing this learning activity (See 
separate sheet in this packet). Additionally, the paper will be judged on how well the film/program 
reviewed is used to teach course concepts to the reader.  
  
What Do I Need To Turn In? Turn in the 6-7 page paper (with cover and reference pages). 
 
 



 

 

11 
 
 

 

Sports films your instructor has seen 
 

Many of the ESPN 30 for 30 documentaries – check with us to make sure we’ve seen it: 
 
A League of Ordinary Gentlemen (doc)  
A League of their Own  
All the Right Moves  
The Bad News Bears (1976)  
The Battered Bastards of Baseball (doc)  
Bend it like Beckham 
Beyond the Mat (doc)  
Big Fan  
Bigger, Stronger, Faster (doc)  
Blades of Glory  
Breaking Away  
Bull Durham  
Catching Hell (doc)  
Chariots of Fire  
Cinderella Man  
Coach Carter  
Cool Runnings  
Creed  
Creed II  
Dogtown and Z-Boys (doc)  
Eight Men Out  
Everest  
Field of Dreams 
The Fighter   
Girlfight  
Harvard beats Yale 29-29  
The Hustler  
Hoop Dreams (doc)  
Hoosiers  
I, Tonya 
Invictus  
Invincible  
Karate Kid 
 

Kicking and Screaming  
The Longest Yard (1974; not the Adam Sandler 
version)  
Lords of Dogtown   
McFarland, U.S.A.  
Mighty Ducks 
Million Dollar Baby  
Miracle  
Moneyball  
My All-American 
No No: A Documentary  
Pumping Iron (doc)  
North Dallas Forty  
Raging Bull  
Remember the Titans  
Rocky I or II  
The Rookie  
Rudy  
Rush  
Seabiscuit  
Senna (doc)  
The Sandlot  
Slapshot  
Soul Surfer 
The U (doc)  
The Two Escobars (doc)  
Touching the Void (doc)  
Tyson (doc)  
Undefeated (doc)  
Victory  
We are Marshall 
White Men Can’t Jump  
Win Win  
The Wrestler  
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GRADING CRITERIA FOR FILM ANALYSIS PAPER 
  
Is the paper well organized and well written?  
  

________Topic clear right at the beginning.  
________Main points to be made in paper are previewed in the first paragraph.  
________Topic headings used to mark major issues/concerns. 
 ________Transitional sentences make clear linkages between paragraphs and sections.  
________All main points in preview are addressed  
________It is easy to follow the organization pattern (logical, sequential)  
________Sentences are well crafted, grammatically correct, clear and concise.  Word choice should 

 enhance not inhibit the accessibility of your ideas (i.e., write what you mean as directly as you 
 possibly can).  

________Writing is in author's own words (e.g., avoiding excessive quotation).   
________ Does the paper adhere to APA guidelines?  

  
Does the content demonstrate the author’s mastery of the subject matter?  
  

________Terminology and jargon are used correctly and defined clearly and concisely.   
________Use of course concepts/theories reflects a clear understanding of their content.   
________Comparisons between course concepts and film examples are reasonable, useful and 

  insightful.  
________Conclusions of the author are clear and concisely presented.   

  
Does the content demonstrate insight on the part of the student author?  
  

________ It is clear that the student has achieved new insight into the subject.  
________ The student is able to teach the subject matter through his/her writing   
________ The student shows a depth of reflection on the topic in his/her writing.  

  
 
Generally speaking:  D papers – are challenging to read because they contain so many grammatical and sentence 
structure errors. The main topics, and how those topics are being addressed, are not clear.  
  
C papers – meet all of the requirements, adequately and accurately explore the topic and are clearly written, well 
organized, and at least minimally interesting to read.  
  
B papers – exceed basic requirements in several areas, and are very well written. Draws from more challenging 
literature/material, insightful and creative in presentation and/or analysis, teaches the course material to the 
reader in its application and use of terminology and theory.  
  
A papers – are exceptionally well written, exceeding requirements in many areas. Translates complex ideas with 
uncommon clarity, and provokes the reader to think about the topic in new ways. Draws from very challenging 
literature/material; provides appropriate references to authors and theorist names; teaches the course material to 
the reader in such a way as to enhance understanding of it. 
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12 Other Writing Errors to Avoid To Improve Your Writing  
  
1. “A” is a word and “lot” is a word, but you should avoid using “alot,” which is not even a word, and “a lot,” which may be 
two words, but is trite.  Try “a great deal” or some other word phrase.  
2. Sexist language will not be tolerated in any form.  Use phrases that allow you to avoid “he” and “she.”  In no 
circumstance should the plural “they” be used for a singular case of either “he” or “she.”  
3. Use the word “which” only in a prepositional phrase or when set off with a comma, which is the correct way to use the 
word.  Use that in all other cases.   
4. “Effect” and “affect” are not the same word.  Effect the noun is the result of some cause (anxiety causes several effects).  
Effect the verb indicates the causation of some outcome (The presence of anxiety effects a climate of silence).  Affect the 
noun is a synonym for emotion (many communication majors display a great deal of affect).  Affect the verb means about 
the same as influence (lack of confidence affects people differently).  
5. Contractions have no place in formal written communication.  Please do not use them in your papers (unless you are 
using a direct quote from someone).  
6. Know the difference between to, two, and too.  
7. Do not end sentences with prepositions.  This is a mistake with which I care not to deal.  
8. The past tense of lead (as in she leads her people) is led.  Don’t be led astray by typing lead. 
9. A good paragraph is indented and should have a minimum of three sentences. However, it should not ramble on for more 
than one page.  Each time you begin a new idea, start a new paragraph.  Thus, each section in your papers will likely have 
several (not one) paragraphs.   
10. Use a colon when listing items such as the following: names, theories, etc.  A semicolon is usually used to separate 
related sentences; however, it may also be used to separate items in a list when commas would be unclear.  
11. One more common spelling error: You “lose” a game, and carry “loose” change with you. 
12. Becca asked “Where does the quote go?” I told her, “It goes outside the punctuation mark.”   So, “this would be 
incorrect”. While, “this would be correct.”  Even with a question, “Why is this the rule?”  
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